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Learning outcomes  

 What is Understanding by Design® (UbD™)? 

 

 How does UbD enhance the delivery of the IB Diploma 
curriculum? 

 

 What is the language of UbD? 

 

 What does a UbD unit planner look like? 

 

 Examples of UbD units and assessments 

 

 How can I introduce a UbD-type model into my planning? 

 

 Where can I find additional information about UbD? 

 



Understanding by Design 
 A framework for improving student achievement.  

 

 Emphasizes the teacher's critical role as a designer of student 
learning. 

 

 Works within the standards-driven curriculum. 

 

 Helps teachers to clarify learning goals, devise revealing assessments 
of student understanding, and craft effective and engaging learning 
activities. 
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 Effective curriculum is planned 

backward from long-term, desired 

results through a three-stage design 

process  

◦ Desired Results 

◦ Evidence 

◦ Learning Plan 

 

 Understanding is revealed when 

students autonomously make sense of 

and transfer their learning through 

authentic performance. 

 

Understanding by Design 

creative commons licensed (BY) flickr photo by paxpuig: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/paxpuig/4930164959 



Understanding by Design  

with the IB Diploma 
 Aligns planning from PYP to MYP to DP 

 

 Approaches to Learning (AtLs) are developed in 
this model 

◦ Thinking skills 

◦ Communication skills 

◦ Social skills 

◦ Self-management skills 

◦ Research skills  

 Approaches to teaching addressed when using 
UbD  

 

 IB focus on experiential learning put into practise 

 

 IB internal assessments moving closer to UbD 
assessment practises e.g. Mathematics 
exploration 

 

 

 



 



 



Mathematics HL: 

Exponential and logarithmic functions 



Exponential and logarithmic functions 

Assessment: Performance task 



History SL and HL: 

The Cold War 



Interdisciplinary  

Assessment: Performance task 



Movement! 

 When the music stops, 

introduce yourself to 

someone 

◦ Your name 

◦ Your subject area 

◦ Something you have 

taught in the IB Diploma 

which you enjoyed 
creative commons licensed (BY) flickr photo by Audio Luci Store: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/audiolucistore/sets/72157643631116043 



New places please!   

 Sit at the table in the group 

subject you teach  

◦ Table 1 – Studies in literature and 

language 

◦ Table 2 – Language acquisition 

◦ Table 3 – Individuals and societies 

◦ Table 4 – Sciences 

◦ Table 5 – Mathematics 

◦ Table 6 – The Arts 



Working in your new groups 

 Consider a recent unit you have taught. 

◦ Transfer 
 What was the key knowledge which you wanted students to be able to 

apply in different contexts?  

◦ Understandings 
 What is it that you want students to remember a significant time period 

after the unit is finished? 

◦ Essential questions 
 What questions can you ask which are open-ended, thought-

provoking and intellectually engaging 
 Use higher-order thinking (e.g. analysis, inference, evaluation, prediction), 

 Points towards transferable ideas 

 Raise additional questions 

 Requires justification 

 Revisit the question throughout the unit 

◦ Knowledge and skills 
 What targeted knowledge and skills are needed for the understanding-

related goals? 
 Include key vocabulary and IB command terms 



Resources 
 Understanding by Design® Framework 

 http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/siteASCD/publications/UbD_
WhitePaper0312.pdf 

 

 Authentic Education website (what is UbD?) 
 http://www.authenticeducation.org/ubd/ubd.lasso 

 

 What is Understanding by Design? Author Jay McTighe 
explains. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8F1SnWaIfE 

 

 Understanding by Design by Grant P. Wiggins and Jay 
McTighe   

 978-1416600350 

 

 Understanding by Design Professional Development 
Workbook by Jay McTighe and Grant P. Wiggins 

 978-0871208552 

 

 The Understanding by Design Guide to Creating High-
Quality Units by Grant P. Wiggins and Jay McTighe 

 978-1416611493 
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Questions? 
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